HARVARD HEALTH TALKS
unprotected population grew up, then,
after a lapse of years, it came again to
plague the colonists. Attacking as it did
a people without any vaccinal protec-
tion3 it claimed as its victims the ma:
jority of the population and It smote
these victims with its full power. Some
idea of its violence may be gained from
the records of that time. Those of Boston
are illustrative and reliable. Smallpox
prevailed there as an epidemic in 1649,
1666,1678,1690,1702,1721,1730,1752,
1764, 1776, 1778, and 1792. Cotton
Mather said in 1698: "The smallpox has
four times been a great plague upon us.
. . . Often had one hundred bills desiring
prayers for the sick been read in one day,
in one of our assemblies. In one twelve-
month, about one thousand of our neigh-
bors have been carried to their long
home." In 1752, the disease was excep-
tionally severe. The town then con-
tained 15,684 inhabitants; of these 5,998
were supposed to have had the disease.